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CALENDAR 

Summer BBQ, Sat. Sep. 12  

Salt Spring Tour with the VIR-PCA, Sat. Sep 19 

Annual Meeting, Sun. Oct. 4 

Safe Drivers, Safe Families, Sun. Oct 11 (Seattle Sec) 

Craft Brewery Tour, Sun. Nov. 15 

Annual Party, Sun. Dec. 12.  

More information about upcoming events is 

inside 

 

Section Officers 

Membership: Jeff Cohen  

Director at Large: Ron Drane 

Director at Large: Jamie Graham 

Dealer Ambassador, Victoria: Dennis 

Ostrowerka 
Secretary: Hazel Ostrowerka 
Dealer Ambassador, Nanaimo: Barry 

Patchett 
Treasurer: Rob Watson 
Newsletter: Bob Wilson 
President: Bob Wilson 
Vice President: vacant 

Hon. Vice President: Peter Trzewik 
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Coming Events 

Saturday, September 12, Summer BBQ 

This will be a full-day, Saturday event because 

of the ferry schedule. Ron and Donna Drane will 

host this year’s BBQ on their private island off 

Saturna. We’ll also have an impressive photo 

opportunity at Saturna’s heritage Fog Alarm 

Building. We should meet at the Swartz Bay 

ferry terminal for the 08:25 departure. Plan to 

arrive between 7:45 and 8:00. This is a one-stop 

sailing that arrives at Saturna at 10:05.   

 We’ll have a morning motor tour of Saturna, 

heading toward Parks Canada’s 'Fog Alarm' site 

about 15 km distant. There we’ll take in the 

scenery and indulge in a photo op at one of the 

Gulf Islands’ most scenic spots.  After the Fog 

Alarm, we’ll go back to Lyall Harbour and park near the ferry terminal, from where Ron will transport us the 

short distance to Trevor Island. There, we’ll have sea food or rib-eye lunch, please bring what you'd like to 

drink, a salad or desert.  

We then will socialize, take photos, play games, (Ron has a bean-bag golf course) and then clean up. Return to 

the ferry terminal is about 15:30 for the 15:55 departure. We should be back at Swartz Bay by 18:20. Bring 

binoculars and a camera , whatever you want to drink, and a salad or dessert. Meat, fish and a potato or Caesar 

salad will be provided. 

 Registration for this event has now closed.  

Saturday, Sep. 19: Salt Spring Tour 

We are planning a tour of Salt Spring Island! On September 19, we will travel to the Island via the Crofton - 

Vesuvius Bay ferry, tour the famous farmers market, have lunch at one of the Island’s fine eateries, and visit a 

local winery before heading home. The event is being organized by the Vancouver Island Region of the Porsche 

Club of America (PCA), who have kindly asked us along.  

Victoria members will meet up at the Tim Horton’s in Saanich Plaza at 7:30. If you’re planning to stock up on 

coffee you might want to come a few minutes earlier. We’ll drive as a group from there to the main meeting 

spot at Russell Farms Market, 2711 Mt Sicker Road, Chemainus (opposite the Crofton turn off on the Island 

Highway). Up-Island folk can meet us there at 8:30. At the Crofton ferry terminal we’ll get in line for the 9:50 

ferry and socialize until it’s time to board. If you can wait that long, there’s a good coffee shop just above the 

terminal.  

Please email the PCA’s organizer, Martin Mansfield (click) to let him know you’re coming, and include me 

with a cc.  

x-apple-data-detectors://18/
mailto:vicepresident@virpca.org?subject=Saltspring%20tour


P a g e  | 3  More Than a Car. We’re a Community™  

Sunday, Oct. 4: Annual Meeting  

Vancouver Island’s annual meeting is the only 

business session for members on our calendar. 

Reports on activities, membership and finances will 

be followed by the election, if needed, of officers for 

2016.  

This year’s meeting will be held at the Travelodge in 

Duncan, with lunch to follow.The main discussion 

item on the agenda will be next year’s event list, for 

which the Board always welcomes input.  

Nigel Matthews will be our guest speaker after 

lunch. Nigel is the Global Director of Sales and 

Marketing at Hagerty Insurance (click), a company 

specializing in agreed-value coverage for classic cars  

and boats. A sought-after concours judge with 

appearances in Europe, the Middle East and at Pebble Beach, Nigel was ICBC’s founding gatekeeper for the 

collector car licensing program. He’s an entertaining speaker and an expert on the world’s rare, unusual and 

exotic cars. You’ll want to add this event to your calendar. 

 

Sunday, Oct. 11: Safe Drivers—Safe Families 

The Section’s executive has several times discussed holding an event on Vancouver Island to deliver driver 

education for all ages, with teen drivers as a special focus. This is not an easy program to mount, even though 

the MBCA’s National Office has a template for organizers. An exchange of emails around the sections in the 

Northwest Region has encouraged Seattle Section to step up to the plate. They will offer a Safe Drivers—Safe 

Families event on Oct. 11th at a good site in the Seattle area.   

This is an all-ages driver education and driving school at Bremerton Motorsports Park, in Port Orchard, WA.  

Participants must have a valid driver’s license. The training is designed to teach driving at fairly low speeds to 

simulate a variety of highway driving situations.  It gives the participant the opportunity to add alternative 

maneuvers to their driving knowledge for an emergency situation. It teaches how the driver can stay safe and 

how the car can help.  Accidents happen in a split second. Adept driving can help drivers gain an extra second 

that may just save lives.   

The morning session begins with a brief classroom instruction, where participants will learn proper seat and 

mirror adjustment, steering techniques, braking, foot position, tire patch theory and car dynamics. Then 

participants will drive through various stations set up in a parking lot, with an instructor / coach at their side at 

all times.  They will practice avoiding an obstacle in the road, proper hard braking technique and steering 

through a slalom to feel the car’s dynamics. They will also experience the feel and sound of their ABS brakes. 

Drivers will go through the stations several times, until they feel confident or until the instructors feel they 

have successfully completed the course. 

In the afternoon, organizers will re-design the course, making an AutoCross Lite. They will basically connect the 

cones from the morning sessions so that there is a continuous flow through the course. Participants will be able 

Welcome New Members! 

Murray Bradley - Victoria 

James & Janet Le Mare – Brentwood Bay – 07 

SL550, 09 E63 AMG 

Ken Sakamoto – Victoria – 12 E350 coupe 

Renewing Members! 

Christo Pandelidis 

 

Thank you! 

https://www.hagerty.ca/
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to drive through this course (once with an instructor) and review the skills they learned in the morning session. 

The object is to practice some of the techniques learned and to have fun driving through the course as quickly 

as possible without knocking down any of the cones. Drivers will be encouraged to learn at their own pace and 

limits. There will be certificates and awards but not necessarily only for the fastest! 

 

A small lunch and soft drinks will be included in the registration fee. 

Participants should bring the CAR THEY DRIVE EVERY DAY (it does not have to be a Mercedes-Benz). This course 

will help them realize their own limits and how the car’s grip on the road responds to their input.  

The cost is $80 per participant. Please contact me if you want the entry form (click), which has to be submitted 

by September 30th, or visit the Seattle Section’s website (click).  

Motor Gathering, 2015 
Bright sunshine and a gentle breeze greeted participants and spectators at last month’s Motor Gathering, held 

at the Viscount Aero Centre near Victoria airport. Also bright and a bit early, we set up an information table 

under a pop-up canopy in the area of the field reserved for Mercedes-Benz. By the time the show opened to 

spectators at 11 o’clock, we’d counted 25 MBs excluding Rudi’s display with Coachwerks. The majority were 

entered by members, our best showing to date for this type of event.  

The Club’s area of the field was heavy on roadsters, including two 190 SLs and six W113 pagoda-roof SLs. At the 

new end of the range, we had Alex Currie’s new CLA45 AMG and Rob Watson’s S550, which has a luxurious 

rear seating option that appears borrowed from Maybach.  

mailto:wilson@telus.net?subject=Port%20Orchard%20driving%20school
http://www.mbcaseattle.org/
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Seattle 

Section 

members 

Linda and 

Ian Gleadle 

unpack 

their lovely 

190SL  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ron Drane 

staffs the 

Club 

display.   

Photo: 

Barry 

Patchett 
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The show was a fundraiser for three charities: the Vancouver Island Children’s Health Foundation, the Saanich 

Peninsula Hospital, and the David Foster Foundation. Organized by the GAIN group of dealers on Vancouver 

Island, and with the generous support of numerous local businesses, the show exceeded its fundraising target 

of $100,000. Over 100 of the GAIN Group’s employees worked to make the event a success; CEO Peter Trzewik 

could be found flipping burgers in the food tent.  

Trophies were awarded in 15 categories. The winner of ‘best German car’ was a 300SL roadster entered by a 

non-member, who told me he’d bought it in 1964, as a ‘used car’, for somewhere around $3,400. He drove it 

every day for several years before sending it to Rudi & Co. for a full restoration. The trophy for the ‘most 

original car’ of any make was won by a non-member’s immaculate W113 230SL. This couple have owned their 

car from new and kept it in show condition.  

Thanks to the hard work of several members, MBCA-VI won the award for ‘best Club display’. Our prize for this 

was a small glass trophy and a certificate for an exclusive half-day session for members at the new Vancouver 

Island Motorsport Resort. This prize has to be used between March and May next year. We will be looking into 

what the session entails and will pass the information along in a future newsletter.  

Coachwerks does bodywork and painting for Rudi & Co. They displayed a mid-restoration gullwing in bare steel, 

held above its restored chassis by an appropriately tubular framework. Notice the alignment pins tacked to the 

new panel on the front fender. This panel would have been formed by hand. We’re planning a Section visit to 

Coachwerks early in 2016.  
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Rudi’s interest in cars is wide-ranging. This is his Ford GT, built during the most recent production from 2004 

through 2006. Ford has announced another, more-limited run for next year.  

 

Stargazing 

S-Class Cab 

Hot on the heels of the new S-Class coupe—one of which could be seen in Three Point Motors’ showroom 

recently—MB has released a teaser photo of the upcoming drop-top version. Amazingly, this will be the first S-

class convertible since 1971. The photo on the next page shows it has most of the coupe’s graceful lines and 

elegant proportions, but has a large chrome trim piece outlining where the roof would normally be. In front of 

the long rear decklid is a hard tonneau cover with integrated speakers. Strakes line the hood, and gently 

flowing shapes along the sides run to a rounded rump. 

The S-Class Cabriolet will use a powered fabric roof that works like the E’s, and should have the same engines 

as our other S-Class models. That means we can expect an S550 with a 449-hp, twin-turbo 4.7-liter V-8; a 

Mercedes-AMG S63 with 577 hp from a twin-turbo 5.5-liter V-8; and an AMG S65 with 621 hp from a 6.0-liter 

twin-turbo V-8. 

The car will make its public debut at the Frankfurt auto show in September. Get ready for the sun! 
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Teaser photo of the S-class cabriolet. Notice the radio speakers behind the back seat.  

 Photo: automobilemag.com 

Read more (click)  

 

The Back End 
The Globe and Mail says “Forget golf, try country club racing” in BC: (click) 

 

 
An official Daimler photo of the S63 AMG cabriolet. It looks shorter in side view than I would have expected. 

Automotive News says the car will go on sale in the spring.  

file:///C:/Users/Bob/Documents/MBCA/:%20http:/www.automobilemag.com/features/news/1508-mercedes-benz-s-class-cabriolet-teased/%23ixzz3j6AEqjqx
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/globe-drive/culture/accessories/forget-golf-try-country-club-racing/article26119998/?utm_medium=Newsletter&utm_source=Globe%20Drive&utm_type=text&utm_content=GlobeDrive&utm_campaign=129287349

